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FANTASTIC!...
… has been the overwhelming response from delegates and speakers – what a weekend it was!
The RFH team were delighted to be invited back by the Liverpool School
of Tropical Medicine (LSTM). This year’s conference was launched in May
2016 and by September was fully subscribed – unprecedented in the
11 years we’ve been doing this.
We listened to feedback from 2015 and designed a programme
featuring many of the topics suggested, plus a few that we wanted to
shed light on, e.g. captivity in Taiwan and Borneo. Increasing the
numbers of speakers meant shortening presentation times, something
speakers find hard to understand as we could all talk for hours if you let
us! But again, listening to the immediate feedback, we think it works.
Just under 50% of delegates were new to the conference and you made
a great impact. New blood, new research and new ideas are essential
to the development of any organisation. Thanks to those of you who
travelled from all over the world, and to those who got the bus here, you
have all contributed to the greater understanding of this history.

MEG PARKES. COURTESY OF BRIAN
ROBERTS/LSTM.

~ Meg Parkes, Chair of RFHG

Welcome from LSTM
The Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM) has been
pleased and proud to act as a venue for the 2017
Researching Far East POW History Conference. Since late1945 the School has assessed and treated over 4,000 ex-Far
East POWs, and has led major research into the long-term
effects of their illnesses and experiences in captivity. As well
as prolonged parasitic diseases, and permanent neurological
damage due to vitamin deficiency, a large proportion of
these men suffered what is now recognised as post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD).
The LSTM Far East POW project is by far the School’s longest
clinical and research collaboration. It is very fitting that as an
MR JAMES ROSS, GEOFF GILL, PROFESSOR JANET
HEMINGWAY (LEFT TO RIGHT). COURTESY OF BRIAN
institution we have been able to act as hosts to speakers and
ROBERTS/LSTM.
delegates from home and abroad. Our Director, Professor
Janet Hemingway, and Chair of the Board of Trustees, Mr
James Ross, both welcomed the conference to Liverpool, emphasising the importance that LSTM attaches to the
Far East POW story. To learn more about the work of LSTM go to: http://www.lstmed.ac.uk/break-the-cycle
~ Geoff Gill, on behalf of LSTM
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SINGAPORE AND CHANGI
The weekend kicked off in style at The Liner, with an afternoon dedicated to Singapore, Changi, civilian internees
and evacuees. This included contributions from our two postgraduate bursary students, along with updates from
conference regulars and fascinating new research and conservation work.

important today for educating younger
generations, as they have for remembering those
who came before us.

JEYA AYADURAI. COURTESY OF BRIAN ROBERTS/LSTM.

Jeya Ayadurai started proceedings with a
thought-provoking talk on the significance of
JON COOPER. COURTESY OF BRIAN ROBERTS/LSTM.
reconciliation in the memorialisation of conflict and
Returning to follow-up the whistle-stop tour he
its impact on peace across Southeast Asia. This
th
gave on The Adam Park Project (TAPP) in 2015,
included a moving video from the 75 anniversary
Jon Cooper entertained the audience again with a
memorial ceremony that took place at Kranji War
summary of the archaeological work continuing
Cemetery in February 2017. He spoke eloquently
across the island. One exciting development is the
about the role that museums play in
launch of the TAPP Virtual Museum: a digital
commemoration and the need to engage younger
showcase of its wonderful finds. Searches can be
generations in this activity – including the
carried out by name, location and artefact type.
increasing numbers of young Japanese communities
Alongside this work, Jon is embarking on a PhD at
visiting the region. Jeya’s work now includes
the Centre for Conflict Archaeology in Glasgow.
recently taking on the administration and
His research will focus on the history
management of the
of Scottish Regiments in Singapore in
Battlebox in Singapore Useful
Links:
1942. The date is key: Jon reminded
a former WWII British
us that POWs weren’t only associated
underground command
Singapore Battlebox:
with Changi – they were encamped
centre inside Fort Canning
http://www.battlebox.com.sg/
across the island and his research will
Hill. He poignantly
Adam Park Project Virtual Museum:
explore what the varied POW life on
reminded us at the start of
http://www.adamparkproject.com/virt
Singapore looked like. A new
what would be a powerful
ual-museum/
Facebook group, the Singapore
weekend: from something
Singapore
WW2
Heritage
Group:
World War 2 Heritage Group, will
transient we must make
https://www.facebook.com/WW2HG
offer a single point of contact for
something permanent. The
/
those interested in this part of history.
stories we would all be
sharing remained as
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POSTGRADUATE BURSARIES
This year, the RFHG offered two postgraduate bursary places at the conference. These bursaries were designed to
offer a platform for new and upcoming research in the field – and an interested and enthusiastic audience for the
students to encounter. The bursaries covered the full delegate fees for the weekend and were offered to two students,
both researching aspects related to Singapore. David Hardacre is a PhD student at the University of New England
(Australia). Bridget Deane is a PhD student at the University of the West of England (Bristol).

David Hardacre is exploring the command structures in Changi, predominantly from the perspectives of
Australian POWs. After his first year, his research has brought to light a range of materials including detail on
medical treatments in Changi; pay and ration structures.
Whilst POWs were experiencing Changi, women and children who had been evacuated from Singapore were
having their own struggles. Bridget Deane spoke about her research into the experiences of women and
children evacuated from Singapore in 1941 and 1942.

CONSERVING
THE PAST
Completing our afternoon was a fascinating talk
from John Cardwell and conservationist Emma
Nichols from the University of Cambridge about
their conservation and digitisation of Second
World War civilian internment camp archives from
Singapore. John showed us amazing examples
from the archives, including the artwork of Robert
Harper, newspapers created by internees, and
camp nominal rolls.
Thanks to Emma we
Useful Links:
learned about the
painstakingly intricate
Cambridge Digital
work that goes into
Library:
ensuring the preservation
http://cudl.lib.cam.a
c.uk/collections/rcs
of these important
documents –and to never
use sellotape to mend
tears! A special moment would come when Olga

FORMER CIVILIAN INTERNEE, OLGA HENDERSON. COURTESY
OF BRIAN ROBERTS/LSTM.

Henderson, a former civilian internee, brought the
work of the archivists to life as she stood up to tell
John and Emma about her own experiences in
Changi. Funded by a Research Resources grant
from the Wellcome Trust, the Changi and Sime
Road digital archives will be launched in August
2017, and made available through the
Cambridge Digital Library.
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PRESERVE AND CONSERVE YOUR PREVIOUS FEPOW PAPERWORK AND
ARTEFACTS
We recommend that you unfold all letters, cards and artwork and store them in acid-free pockets,
preferably one sheet per pocket or separated by an acid-free card insert. Don’t use sellotape (it
damages and stains) or paper clips and pins (they also cause damage as they rust).
Keep envelopes separately.
Use acid-free tissue paper to wrap objects and keep these, and documents, in acid-free cardboard
boxes or folders.
There are many companies offering these materials. In the past we have had samples from
Conservation by Design Ltd, specially designed for family history use: www.conservation-bydesign.com.

ANOTHER NIGHT AT THE FLICKS
Roger Phillips, BBC Radio Merseyside’s lunchtime phone-in supremo, chaired
the Friday evening film night session at the historic 1837 Liverpool Medical
Institution. Following supper upstairs in the gallery, guests took their places on
the serried ranks of plush padded benches in the original lecture theatre, to
listen to Bob Jackson, a Media and IT lecturer from Cork, describe the
experiences of fellow Irishman, RAF medical officer Major Aidan MacCarthy.
Air Commodore Joseph Aidan MacCarthy, OBE, GM, was originally from
Castletownbere, a port on Bantry Bay at the western end of the Beara
peninsular in the Republic of Ireland; his family still run the small bar and
general store on the main street. Surviving captivity, first in Java and later
Japan, MacCarthy worked in England post-war. He published his memoir, A
Doctor’s War, in 1979.
Bob created the film, A Doctor’s Sword, after years of researching his
remarkable countryman, following which he published a biography of
MacCarthy, under the same title. It is a skillfully produced amalgam of illustration and narrative, interspersed
with film interviews with Kathleen, MacCarthy’s late wife, and their daughter Adrienne. The cameras followed
Adrienne as she visited Japan in search of the family of a Japanese officer who had presented her father
with his ceremonial sword at the end of captivity, something which MacCarthy, and since his death in 1995 his
family, treasured. The film captivated the audience and led to a lively discussion.
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On the Saturday morning, the conference moved to LSTM – our home for the rest of the weekend.

UPDATE FROM IWM
Stephen Walton, Senior Curator at
the Imperial War Museum, joined
us once again to give everyone an
update on its work related to the
Second World War across
Southeast Asia, and the
experiences of those in captivity
specifically. Stephen explained
that, as with all public institutions,
IWM is undergoing a period of
significant change against the
backdrop of funding constraints
and subsequent necessary
restructures.

The museum continues to preserve
artefacts from conflicts through history
up to contemporary warfare. However,
with resources (and space) dwindling,
the criteria for accepting new
collections has tightened. It is important
that collections offer both the context
and a personal story – particularly for
3D objects.

Stephen also let us know that following
the focus on the centenaries of both the
First World War and IWM itself, major
changes will be made over the next
decade. This includes new Second
The legacy of Rod Suddaby
World War galleries, galleries
STEPHEN
WALTON.
COURTESY
OF
remains at the heart of Stephen’s
dedicated to post-1945 conflict and
MARK/LSTM.
work in this area, as he continues to
amendments to the museum’s haunting
catalogue the backlog of Far East collections that
permanent Holocaust exhibition. The experiences
Rod had accumulated over the years. Fifty of these
of POWs and civilian internees in the Far East will
have now been catalogued, with approximately
form a central part in the redesign of the Second
200 remaining.
World War galleries.
Examples of the latest catalogued materials are
listed below, along with their IWM catalogue
references:
o Harford William Pethybridge
(Java/Borneo): Documents.20926
o Donald Elliott (Singapore, Java,
Sandakan – written by his brother):
Documents.23347
o Gilbert Hansard (Changi, Taiwan –
Kinkaseki): Documents.23404
o Major General Harvey Sitwell (letters
from Java, Taiwan, Mukden):
Documents.18761
The private papers of Major General Keith
Simmonds, Sir Lewis Heath and Flight Lieutenant
Peter Lee are among those awaiting cataloguing.

Although many items will be relocated for storage
at Duxford, IWM’s main research facility will
remain in London.
We will
Useful Links:
continue to
IWM Research Room booking:
liaise with
http://www.iwm.org.uk/research
IWM about
/research-facilities
the future
potential for
volunteers
to assist in its work. If you are interested in
being involved, please let Meg Parkes and Lizzie
Oliver know AS SOON AS POSSIBLE (contact
details at the back of this report).
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BORNEO
Having run tours to the sites of Borneo camps
Frank Taylor explained the philosophies and
principles behind the work that he carries out on
the island, tracking and identifying key areas
related to captivity. He noted the difficulties
inherent in locating camps from the sparse details
provided in original sources such as diaries. Like
Jamie Farrell and Rod Beattie doing similar work,
Frank has found talking to local communities
invaluable in gaining trusted expertise, information
and advice: ultimately, building those relationships
leads to a deep sense of shared history.

‘History that is humanized
remains in the memory a lot
longer’ ~ Frank Taylor

JOHN TULLOCH. COURTESY OF MARK MCNULTY/LSTM.

After the work of tracing camps, John Tulloch
spoke of his research to trace the stories of the
men who were held in captivity on Borneo. John is
writing a book regarding POWs on Borneo,
alongside civilian internees and local stories of
Borneo. He has so far covered the AA Regiments in
Sumatra and Java, their four POW camps, the
formation of the Java Party and their eventual
arrival at Jesselton. John gave a moving talk of the
conditions of the camps, the atrocities experienced
and the volume of work yet to uncover about this
lesser known aspect of Far Eastern captivity.

Louise Reynolds very kindly stepped in to deliver
a talk sent to us by conference favourite, Sears
Eldredge. Although we were really sad that Sears
could not manage to be with us in person, he was
most certainly with us in spirit! With Louise as his
proxy, he gave a wonderful tour de force of camp
entertainments in Borneo and Taiwan. Highlights
included performances in Karenko that were put
together by a sophisticated production team with
full staging and orchestras. The ingenuity and
creativity of the men on Borneo was as astounding
as elsewhere, with even a small number of delights
unearthed by Sears including concert nights,
singalongs, and extraordinary inter-camp
entertainments that took place between eight
POW and civilian internment camps in Batu
Lintang.
Meg Parkes highlighted stories from Borneo,
including that of Frank Bell who headed up a
‘university’ in camp. The legacy of Bell’s
‘Undercover University’ can be found in the Bell
Foundation, which supports disadvantaged
communities who have English as a Second
Language. Meg then introduced Steve and Nick
Campion whose father was in the same camps as
Meg’s on Java. The Campion brothers spoke of
their work recording their father’s remarkable
experiences. Their reminiscences of opening a
‘secret box’ that turned out to contain their father’s
POW diaries was a story that resonated
profoundly with many of the audience. It led to a
valuable open discussion that saw people share
their own experiences of discovering, preserving
and sharing precious family histories.
Useful Links:
Bell Foundation: https://www.bellfoundation.org.uk/
Sears Eldredge, Captive Audiences:
http://digitalcommons.macalester.e
du/captiveaudiences/
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THE IMPACT OF CAPTIVITY
In the months of planning leading up to the conference, the Saturday afternoon billing always promised to be a
powerful few hours.
The much-anticipated release of Burma Railway Medicine was first up, with Geoff Gill describing the process
of writing the book and the years of work that has gone into its research.
Useful Links:
Tokyo War Crimes Trials
Digital Collection:
http://imtfe.law.virginia.e
du/

Giving one of the most moving talks of the weekend, Nigel Stanley spoke for
the first time about the horrendous, and fatal, torture that his father endured at
the hands of the Kempeitei over the course of many months. Nigel spoke
eloquently of the heartbreaking way in which his mother learned of his father’s
fate, and the work that Nigel has since done in tracking the War Crimes Trials
of those responsible. He gave a summary of Tokyo War Crimes Trials cases
more broadly, providing a useful precis of sources available at Kew in the
WO235 files. We were truly appreciative of the decision Nigel made to
speak so openly about what was such an horrific part of his family’s history.

Following such a sobering personal account, Geoff Gill and Nick Beeching led the rest of the afternoon’s
session on the medical effects of captivity, from the particular scientific allure of parasites and tropical bugs,
to lovely creatures such as the strongyloides worm still making their homes in the bodies of some former POWs
many decades following liberation.
Drawing on his fascinating work with current military medics, Nick demonstrated how the extraordinary
medical information gained from the Far Eastern POW experience is still influencing research and treatments
given to military personnel today.
Geoff Gill moved to the diseases that manifested themselves for many
years after repatriation. LSTM played a key role in diagnosing and
treating among this group of former POWs: namely relapsing cases of
malaria, dysentery and tropical ulcers. Geoff also noted observations of
increased duodenal ulceration among former Far Eastern POWs, along with
increased levels of hepatitis B and – curiously – a reduced incidence of
coronary artery disease.
The afternoon’s talks led to wide-ranging and frank discussion among
delegates about the impact of captivity in the family home, the long-term
health problems that their loved ones suffered as a result of their wartime
experiences, and the work that relatives are still doing to understand the
effects of difficult, often silent, histories on younger generations.
GEOFF GILL. COURTESY OF MARK
MCNULTY/LSTM.
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HONOURING THE
WORK OF KAMAL
KHAN
Dr Kamal Khan is a retired Consultant Psychiatrist who worked
initially at Sefton General Hospital, where the Tropical School had
beds. He became involved with their psychiatric care in the mid1970s, and this continued until his retirement 20 years later. He also
undertook ground-breaking academic research into the prevalence
and characteristics of mental health issues in ex-Far East POWs.
During the "Impact of Captivity" session, a recorded interview was
shown between Dr Khan, Geoff Gill and Dr Bev Sapre, an NHS Consultant Psychiatrist and a Major in the
Army Reserve. This dealt with the long-term psychological impact of Far East imprisonment in general, but also
in the context of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) as seen in more recent conflicts involving the British
military forces.
LSTM and the RFHG were particularly pleased that Dr Khan was
able to attend the conference and presentation copies of Captive
Memories and Burma Railway Medicine were gifted to Kamal to
acknowledge the important work that he did in caring for so many
former Far East POWs.
Following the conference, Steve Mockridge forwarded to RFHG an
article from the British Medical Journal, ‘The lasting trauma of the
concentration camps’ (Garland, 1993), in response to the Saturday
afternoon session on impact. The article is in reference to the
children and grandchildren of Holocaust survivors. To access a copy
of the article, go to: http://www.bmj.com/content/307/6896/77.

MERLE HESP PRESENTING CAPTIVE MEMORIES
TO DR KHAN. COURTESY OF NICK BEECHING.
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ALBERT IN MALAYA
A little treat followed supper on Saturday night…
During the 1930s a series of monologues was performed by
Lancashire man Stanley Holloway, that would grip popular
imagination.
The monologues were written by the poet Marriott Edgar: the
most famous being Albert and the Lion, which tells the tale of a
lovely family trip to the zoo that ends with the little boy –
Albert – being eaten by said lion.
That was not, however, the last that was ever heard of Albert.
For he was resurrected in the camps of the Far East, by men
held captive in Changi and Korea.
New monologues were written: Albert in the Army and Albert in
Malaya. And for one night only they were reprised once more
by our very own RFHG Treasurer, Mike Parkes.
EXCERPT FROM NOR IRON BARS. COURTESY OF 2 LOYALS
FEPOW ARCHIVES, LANCASHIRE INFANTRY MUSEUM.

In a wonderful and unexpected twist, Richard Flemming then got
up unannounced and read another poem about Albert, this one
from his father-in-law FEPOW Jack Mayne’s collection.

LT COL. OWTRAM’S DIARIES
Pat Davies, aged 94 and who lives in London, joined us for the
day on the Saturday. Following supper that evening she spoke
about the diary that her father, Lt Col. Cary Owtram, CO
137th Field Regiment RA, had wanted to publish over 60 years
earlier.
In 1953 he was persuaded by family and friends to write a
book based on the diaries he’d kept throughout captivity.
Regrettably, he was unable to find a publisher and gave both
manuscript and the original diaries to the IWM. Last year Pat
PAT DAVIES (LEFT) AND JEAN ARGLES.
and her younger sister Jean Argles, aged 92, found a
publisher (Pen & Sword Books) for 1000 Days on the River Kwai: The Secret Diary of a British Camp
Commandant.
The book is well-written and full of interesting details. It’s obvious from the way the diaries were written
that Owtram cared about those under his command and did all he could to safeguard their welfare
especially when CO of Chungkai hospital camp from mid-1943 onwards. The Family Epilogue adds much
to our understanding of the post-war aftermath in families; thank you for this insight.
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RAISING AWARENESS
Sunday morning brought us the work of volunteer and charity organisations in supporting the welfare of veterans
and their families, and educating younger generations about histories of atrocity.
On Sunday morning, Flora Chong from Alpha Education in Toronto
brought us back full-circle to how the conference began: discussing the
ways in which the themes of peace and reconciliation can engage with,
and educate younger generations about histories of Southeast Asia
during the Second World War. Flora described the work of Alpha,
including art exhibitions, seminars and postgraduate research
partnerships. The work of Alpha provides an inspiring model of working
with young people to raise awareness of the atrocities that occurred
during the Second World War, whilst also promoting peace and
understanding among different communities.

Useful Links:
Alpha Education:
www.alphaeducation.org
Malayan Volunteers Group:
www.malayanvolunteersgroup.
org.uk

Rosemary Fell gave a summary of the history and continuing work of the Malayan Volunteers Group (MVG).
The MVG was established by Rosemary and a small group of others in 2005 to: 1) raise awareness of the
history of the Malayan Volunteers, 2) introduce and support the families of Malayan Volunteers (including
through research), and 3) raise money to commemorate the Malayan Volunteers. The latter includes the
creation of new memorials and the restoration of old ones both in the UK and worldwide. It was a delight to
have Rosemary with us to share her work.

UBON AIRFIELD
It was lovely to welcome Ray Withnall as a speaker this year, having been a delegate in 2015. Since then
Ray has been on an amazing adventure to research the work carried out by POWs at Ubon to construct an
airstrip. He described his research trips to Ubon and what he discovered at the sites. His photography, a
video and write-up of his research can be found on the RFHG website and is well worth a look:
https://fepowhistory.wordpress.com/ubon-airfield/.

A very special guest.
On the Sunday, we were thrilled to be joined by a very special
delegate: veteran and former Far East Pow, Tom Boardman.

JON COOPER MEETS TOM BOARDMAN.
COURTESY OF RICHARD BROWN.
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REGISTRATION AND
RESETTLEMENT
Always a popular speaker, Michiel Schwartzenberg spoke of how POWs never
write in their diaries or memoirs about the process of registration. However, this
did happen, and Michiel has spent a great deal of time working through the
various registration documents that survived (many were destroyed by the
Japanese). His conclusion was that many contain inaccuracies and should not be
relied upon as a definitive record of a prisoner’s whereabouts. As Michiel’s lively
talk reminded us: always check your sources!
If you are looking at registration cards, Michiel suggested using a really useful
resource. For a list of the meanings of the different Japanese stamps on the cards,
go to www.gahetna.nl.
As an addition to Saturday afternoon’s discussions of life after repatriation, Lizzie
Oliver provided a brief overview of the Civil Resettlement programme that was
FMICHIEL SCWARTZENBERG.
COURTESY OF MARK
made available to former POWs as they returned to the UK. Developed as a joint
MCNULTY/LSTM.
initiative between the Tavistock Institute and the British Army, the Civil Resettlement
Units (CRUs) were an initial response to former POWs being repatriated from European camps. Lizzie showed
that, for several reasons, the CRUs were not an attractive option for those returning from the Far Eastern
camps, and were a missed opportunity to provide early support to those returning from captivity.

A TALE OF TWO RAILWAYS
Useful Links:
TBRC:
https://www.tbrconline.com/
The Farrell’s video of the Sumatra
Railway:
https://youtu.be/h64xcd-s_l0

It was a real delight to be joined by those who have carried out work as
a result of our conferences, and who tracked the routes of two railways
constructed by POWs in the Far East: Rod Beattie and Jamie Farrell.
Rod Beattie provided an update on work ongoing at the Thai-Burma
Railway Centre (TBRC). Rod’s mapping of the route and the minute
details of the construction work that took place is still continuing after
20 years. This has included a fascinating, if dangerous, trip taken by
Rod and Frank Taylor to track some of the Burma end of the railway.

Jamie Farrell and his family have spent many years diligently tracking
the route of the railway that was constructed on Sumatra. He showed
a stunning video of the route of the railway, recorded by his son Jeffrey and demonstrating the extreme
geographical conditions in which POWs and romushas worked.
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THE ONGOING WORK OF RFHG
Throughout the weekend, there was plenty of opportunity for delegates to share their own experiences, ask
questions and make new connections with others attending the conference.
The RFHG updated delegates on donations that have been made to support vital research and remembrance
initiatives.
Other exciting news includes:
• The launch of Burma Railway Medicine (Geoff Gill and Meg Parkes) has gone exceptionally well. In
June the launch event convened at Chandos House in London and was chaired by Peter Sissons.
• LSTM’s British FEPOW documentary art exhibition, working title, The Art of Survival, will take place
at the University of Liverpool’s Victoria Gallery & Museum from October 2019 to April 2020.
• Lizzie Oliver’s book, Prisoners of the Sumatra Railway will be published later this year by
Bloomsbury.
• There are various other articles currently in production, including journal articles and book chapters by
Lizzie Oliver and previous delegate Terry Smyth.

VERITY
FITZGERALD
Photographer Verity Fitzgerald’s
grandfather was a POW on the ThaiBurma Railway. In her journey to
discover his story, she used her own art
to share what she found.
We were delighted to be able to
showcase eight of Verity’s portraits
during the weekend.
To see Verity’s full photo story, see:
http://verityfitzgerald.com/journey-tothe-death-railway/
BOB HUCKLESBY, AGED 97, FORMER POW ON THE THAI-BURMA RAILWAY. COURTESY OF
VERITY FITZGERALD.
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OUT AND ABOUT
At the end of the conference on Sunday evening, a group of us blew
away the cobwebs with a magnificent – if slightly choppy – ferry
‘cross the Mersey.

IWM NORTH
To round off the conference weekend a party of over 40 delegates
and speakers made their way by car, train and tram to Salford
FERRY CROSS THE MERSEY. COURTESY OF LIZZIE
Quays near Manchester for a special visit to the Imperial War
OLIVER
Museum North. After a brief look around the museum, at 11.30 folks
gathered in the education suite for a relaxed and informal sharing session which was led by mother and son
double act, Sally and Tony McQuaid.
Sally’s father, Captain Ronnie Horner, kept diaries
throughout his captivity in Singapore and Thailand which,
together with a fascinating collection of ephemera, are on
permanent display on one of the “silos” of exhibits in the
museum’s main hall. Sally had published his story in
Singapore Diary in 2001 and she brought along some very
special items which the family had not donated to the
Museum, and gave a talk about her father’s experiences.
Tony chaired the session, adding a valuable secondgeneration perspective, including several amusing
anecdotes. Discussions flowed and varied widely; Meg
shared a moving poem which had featured in her father’s
diaries (published in 2003). It had been given to her by
Clare Adams whose father, Lt Col. Joe Hazel RA, was
Senior British Officer in Meg’s father’s camp. Hazel penned
the poignant and beautifully-crafted verse in tribute to the
first of his men to die in captivity, in Java in May 1942.
Then Stephen Walton gave the group further insights into
the FEPOW collections at IWM in London. He brought with
him photocopies of various documents from several notable
collections. The two-and-a-half-hour session had to be
almost forcibly drawn to a close with folks still deep in
conversation. It was a great end to a remarkable weekend.
Grateful thanks to the staff of IWMN for facilitating this
event.

They Also Serve
O dying soldier what web are you weaving
Waste with disease of these unfriendly
climes?
Is your tired mind the remembered things
perceiving?
Straining your fading ear for Tom Tower’s
chimes,
Straining your eyes to see those dreaming
spires
Beyond your cage of oriental trees
Aching to cool your throbbing temples fires
With the caress of Isis’ evening breeze
Striving to reach across the trackless ether
The wife you left to tell her of your need,
Your failing breath is all you can bequeath
her,
That whisper of her name she cannot heed.
Six feet of foreign earth is all your keep
All that you had is given; sleep, soldier, sleep.
Lt Col Joe Hazel, Java 1942.
With kind permission of Clare Adams.
In tribute to George Allen Cobb who died of
dysentery on 2 May 1942 at Tandjong Priok Transit
Camp, Java.
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Please follow us for the latest updates, and keep checking back as we add more information
to our home on the web! This includes requests or contributions from people carrying out their
own research. Please do get in touch if you would like to have an article, book review,
research summary, request for information or links added to the site. Either email Lizzie
(below), or use the contact form on the website.
The blog can be found at fepowhistory.wordpress.com.
For smart-phone users, the QR code is copied to the right.

FEPOW HISTORY QR CODE

We also have a Facebook page at ‘Researching-FEPOW-History’ and are on Twitter: @FEPOW_History

RFHG
Treasurer: Mike Parkes – mike.parkes@talktalk.net
Chair: Meg Parkes – mm.parkes@talktalk.net
Report/newsletter editor: Lizzie Oliver – lizzie.oliver@outlook.com
Conference coordinators: Bernice Archer, Keith Andrews, Martin Percival, Stephen Rockcliffe
Web: Stephen Rockcliffe and Lizzie Oliver: fepowhistory.wordpress.com

Editor’s note: If you have any suggestions for articles, or wish to submit an article for the next edition of the
newsletter, I am very happy to hear from you. Either email me using the address above, or via the ‘contact’ page on
the RFHG website.
Lizzie.

